might be the most exciting one from the biomimetic point of view, because it may result in a new energy saving mechanism by reducing the skin friction of ship hulls. I have never read such a good review on the origin of birds' feathers as that written by Alibardi (Part 1.4) . From Ingram's work (in Part 1.7), I learned a lot about the actual aspects of photonics in butterflies. Moreover, I enjoyed rediscovering a number of Gorb's fundamental research results in the single chapters to which he contributed as co-author.
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